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of the food of fishes ; also on the retardation of the development 
of the eggs of the shad, a very interesting essay ; and Mr. H. J. 
Rice also writes upon the same subject, while Mr. S. A. Forbes 
reports on the first food of the common whitefish, which consists 
of the smallest species of Entomostraca. 

The Woods and Timbers of North Carolina. — This is a com- 
pilation by P. M. Hale, from the botanical and geological reports of 
Drs. Curtis, Emmons and Kerr, to which are added information 
obtained from the Census Bureau, with reports from the several 
counties. A recent visit shows great improvement in the business 
activity and condition of the State. The Agricultural Depart- 
ment, by its museum and timely, authoritative publications like 
the present and others elsewhere mentioned, is doing a great 
deal in making the forests and mineral resources of the State 
better known, both at home and abroad. North Carolina is 
famous for its vast forests, and this hand-book is an interesting 
and valuable resume of the characteristics and distribution of the 
forest trees of the State. The book owes its value largely to the 
original report of the Rev. Dr. Curtis printed in Emmon's Re- 
port on the Geology of the State, and reproduced in full. 

A Botanist's Vacation. 1 — A delightful little book from the 
pen of the genial Professor of Botany in the University of Penn- 
sylvania reaches us just as the annual longing for rest and recre- 
ation comes to every brain-worker. It is a sermon in the gospel 
of relaxation, and it is so well preached that every reader will 
want to get a boat and follow the sailor-botanist down and up and 
across the Chesapeake and Delaware bays. There is a good deal 
of botanical inspiration in the book, and it is well worth reading 
by any one proposing to take a few week's run on the water. 
—C. E. B. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 
GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVELS. 1 

America. — The Greely Expedition. — It is impossible to give in 
the Naturalist a full account of this unfortunate yet successful 
expedition, but the following abstract will cover the principal fea- 
tures of its history, as known up to the present time. The four miles 
advance towards the Pole has been secured at a loss of nine- 
teen lives, including that of the leader of the advance party. 
Fortunately for the cause of science, the whole of the records 
and instruments of the expedition have been saved. The 
health of the entire party during their two years' stay at Lady 
Franklin bay seems to have been excellent, and this, taken 
along with the experience of the crew of the Eira, goes to 
prove that scurvy and other diseases usually thought to be inci- 
dent to an arctic climate can all be avoided with suitable clothing, 
proper and abundant food, and a good, well-warmed house, if 
proper discipline is maintained. It is said that the scientific work 
done by this expedition far surpasses in importance, completeness 
and scope that accomplished by any other. This is not the place 
to enter into a criticism of the actions of the leaders of the two 
relief expeditions which so signally failed to accomplish their pur- 
pose. Through their failure nineteen valuable lives have been 
lost, and had not Commander Schley acted with the utmost 
alertness and promptitude, forcing his way onward even at the 
risk of grounding on the ice, not a man would have been saved. 
Forty-eight hours more would have completed the destruction of 
the entire party. 

Results show that it would have been better had the party re- 
mained at their station, where they appear to have had plenty of 
provisions and abundance of game, but their expectation was to 
find a sufficient supply of provisions cached for them by the ex- 
peditions which had failed to reach them, and they could not know 

1 This department is edited by W. N. Lockington, Philadelphia. 
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